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PART I = PRIMARY AND EXPORT INDUSTRIES. 


GENGRAL. 


Seasonal conditions, Rainfall in the past month which included moderate 
to heavy showers on the Southern Slopes and Riverina, has been insufficient to 
arrest intensification of drought conditions. The position is deteriorating 
in the north eastern quarter of the State ds a result of rising temperatures 
and absence of good general rain sinoe August; sane orops have failed to realise 
earlier expectations and pastures are drying off. In dairying districts good 
conditions prevail on the North Coast, but rain is needed urgently in the 
Hunter and Manning and, especially, on the South Coast. 


The Minister for Gommeres has announced his intention to oonfer at an early 


date with wheat growers to discuss plans for the post-war stabilisation of the 
wheat industry. 


WOOL. 


The quantity of wool reoeived in Sydney to the end of Ootober, 1944, ws 377, 558 
bales or 127,118 bales less than last season, Appraisols were 352, 654 bales 
a decrease of 51,741 bales. 


The Prime Minister has announoed proposals for expansion of wool researoh and 
publicity with a view to counter competition of substitute fibres. The 
expenditure, about £600,000 annually is to be contributed half by the Commonweal th 
and half by the wool growers, the wool levy to be inoreased fran 6d. a balo (vanich 
“yielded £81,000 in 1943-4) to 2s, The Commonwealth contribution and 
not less than half the wool levy are to be paid into a "Wool Research Fund". 
Scientific research into wool produstion and manufacture is to be controlled by 
the C.S.I.Re, eoonomic research by the Department of Commerce, and the 
organisation of publicity by the Australian Wool Board, (which is to be 
reconstituted) and a committee representative of these three bodies will 
co-ordinate their activities. It is proposed also to appoint a "Wool 
Consultative Council" with representatives of the Departments of Commeros and 
Post-War Reosonstruction, Australian Wool Board, woollen manufacturers, textile 
distributors, technical education, Australian Workers' Union and Textile 
Workers! Unions 


A statement of world wool production compiled by the United States Dept. of 
Agrioulture is shown below, Average produation in the three years 1941/1943 was 
44117 m. Ib. or 397 melbs more than pre-war, ‘To this inorease the chief exporting 
countries of the Southern Hemisphere contributed 325 m. 1b. and importing 
countries of the Northern Homisphere 72 mlb. 


wodl PRODUCTION, 
(million lb. greasy) 


Average 
1934/38 4944 1942 1943 
Southern Hemisphere 
Australia 995.3 1130.0 4120.0 1110.0 
New Zealand 299.3 345.0 340.0 310.0 
South Africa 238.6 260.0 260.0 250.0 
Argentina 370.4 494.0 518.0 510.0 
Uruguay 119,0 117.0 124.0 136.0 
Other 98.4 1040 105.0 104.0 
2120.0 2450.0 2465,0 2h2000 
Northern Hemisphere 
Europe (ex Russia) 401.0 400.4 597.8 389.5 
UWeSsh. 42561 456.4 45961 44840 
U.K, & ELRE 125.2 108.2 104,0 10300 
Russia 210.0 34020 270«0 250.0 
1600.0_ 1750.0 1655.0 1640.0 


World 3720.0 4200.0 4420.0 4030.0 


Ze 


During the war, oonsumption of wool inoreased sharply in U.S.A, and in the 
early stages there was a substantial inorease in the United Kingéom. Canada and 
oountries in the Southern Hemisphere also consumed larger quantities. On the 
other hand a market for abowt 1,000 m. Ib. yearly in Axis controlled countries 


and Japan has been lost. World stocks of wol at the end of the 1942/45 season 
were estimated at 2,585 mslb. greasy. 
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PART IL FINANCE AND TRADE, 
GENERAL. 


It has been announced by the Federal Treasurer that war damage contributions 
are to be discontinued at the end of 1944, This will benefit persons acquiring 
new property, as contributions were discontinued at the end of 1943 in respeot 
of property already covered. Provision is also to be made far the compensation 
of ovmers of property in evacwted areas for loss due to fire, theft, neglect, 
etc. Formerly benefits were restrioted to losses more proximately related 
to military uperations. : 


STOCK EXOHANGS. 

Following the inorease in celling prices of a number of shares on 5th Oot., the 
Index of Industrial Share Prices compiled daily by the Sydney Stock Exchange 
rose fram 137.17 on 3rd Oot, to 142.58 on 6th Ootober ami there was further 
slight rise to 143,09 on November 6th, 


The following is a comparative statement of Index mmbers to September, 1944, 
which is compiled by the Statistician on a monthly basis. 


INDEX OF SHARE PRICES = SYDNEY, 


Prioes of ordinary shares ~ exol, bank, Par value = 100. 
(Compiled by N.S.W. Govt. Statistician). 


Average for | Manufacturing 


Month. & 
Distributing 
1937-Mar. 214 
1939-Aug. 2135 
1942-Apr. 176 
1943~Dec, 257 
1944—May 237 
June 237 
July 237 
Auge 237 
Sept, 237 


(a) Highest point recorded, 


SAVINGS BANKS. 


Deposits in savings banks continue to expand rapidly but the growth is not so 
fast as last year. 


In N,S.,W. the inerease in the month of September was £2,934,000 in 1944 against 
£3, 644,000 in 1943, and in the q<mrter ended September £10,170,000 against 
£11,758, 000. 


The Australian inoreases in 1944 as compared with 1943 were £8,555, 000 and 
£10, 125,000 in the month and £28, 487,000 and £34,145;000 in the quarter ended 
30th September. 
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SAVINGS BANK DEPOSITS: N.eS.W. AND AUSTRALIA. 
N.S.W AUSTRALIA, 


Period. Deposits at end Inorease or Deposits Inoreas? or 
| or period. Deoreaso(—) at end Deorease (-) 
in period, of period in period, 
Year ended June: £000 £000 £000 £000 
1939 87, 474 1, 458 2.45, 597 5,155 
1944 87,750 5,659 252, 234 15,240 . 
1942 94, 538 6, 788 274,275 22, 044 
1943 122, 405 27 , 867 357, 995 83,720 
1944 | 162,867 40,432 471, 534 113, 530 
Month: 1943 May 118, 016 2, 516 544, 942 7,818 
June 122, 405 4,389 A 357, 995 13,053 # 
July 126, 689 4, 284 370, 300 12, 305 
Auge 130, 519 3, 830 382, 015 13,725 
Sept. 134, 163 5, 644 392,140 410, 125 
1944 May 157,045 4,020 455, 012 4, 237 
Juno 162, 867 5,822 a 474, 534 16, 522 fe 
July 166,754 : 3, 884 481, 644 40,110 
Auge |... 170,103 3, 352 491, 666 10, 022 
Sept. 173,037 2, 934 | 500, 024 Wh | Bpaes 


& Inoludes Interest orcdited, 


WAR SAVINGS CERTIFICATES 


Net sales of war savings certifivates in September 1944 (£212,000 in N.S.W. and 
£575,000 in Australia) were the lowest in any month since April, 1944, 


In the three months ended September, sales in N,S.W. amounted to £755,000 
(£154,000 more than last year) and in Australia to £2,082,000 (£174,000 more). 


NET PROCEEDS OF SALE OF WAR SAVINGS OERTIFIGATES, N.S.W, AND AUST, 


Mar, '44 | Apr, '44 | May 144 | June, '44 | July, '44 | Aug, $44} Sept. '!44 | Total to 
Sep7.'44, 


Thousand £ 
N.S.We 222 194 297 249 | 275 268 212 16, 445 
Aust. 598 482 797 568 730 777 LIS) | 45, 803 


RETAIL TRADE, 


The values of sales by a group of large olty stores in August, 1944, was 11.8% 
higher than in August, 1943, Inoreases as compared with last year in six of 
the eight months Ja.wary to August were largely offset by deoreases in January 
(10%) and April (8.8%). The net inorease in the oight months was 1.5% 


Stock values, which in most months have been ali ghtly lower were in August 
4.2% above last year's level, 
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RETAIL TRADE ~ EXPERIENCE OF LARGE SYDNEY STORUS. 


ae ee ee ne 


Percentage Inorease (+) or Decrease (~) from corresponding period of the 
previous year, 


Gicht months 
ended August. 


5h 848 +) 24,2 +) 3004 +) 10,5 +) 16.3 +) 16.3 
1942 +) 25.6 le. Bgl ~) 19.1 -) 15.6 +) 587 +) 1.5 
1943 Zi 16,0 Be) Ce 7 1.3 ~) (25.5 ~) 20.7 a) 4Aay 
4944 hag 8.8 + 0,7 + Porte + 3.8 + 11.8 + ILA) seen 


Value of Stook. 


Sales of all olasses of wearing apparel and furniture and hardware inereased as 
compared with August, 1943, There was a deorease of 6,5% in household piece goods. 


RETAIL TRADE - SALES BY LARGE SYDNEY SMORHS. 


Peroentape movement from same month in preoeding year. 


Wearing Apparel 


1+ Household 
Pisoe 
Goods 


Month in | Dress Pieae 


++e+t i t+ 


Be 


GAS AND SLECTRICITY,. 


The Index of oonsumption in Sydney and suburbs was 172 in September, 1944, as 


~ INDUSTRY, TRANSPORT, STC. 


compared with 171 in September, 1945, 


INDEX OF CONSUMPTEON OF GAS AND ELECTRICITY — SYDNEY AND St 
month 19291931 = 100, 


Average corresponding . 
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EMPLOYMENT IN N, Sole 


females deolined by 100. 


by 3,800 


ESTIMATED WAG & S 


1939-July 
1941-July 
Nov. 


1942—July 
Nove 


1943-=J une 


Estimated employment (excluding rural employees and household domestics) 
increased by 400 (males 100, females 300) in August, 1944. 
of 700 in Government employment, in which the number of males rose by 300 and 
Private employment decreased by 300, a reduotion of 
700 males being partly offset by a rise of 400 females, 


In the year ended August, 1944, the employment estimate shows an inorease 


In this period Goverment employment declinec | 
and priwate employment inereased by 5,600 


MALZS 


Govt. 


(C' wlth, 
State, 

Local & 

Allied). 


of 1, 800 us 1400 feamles 400). 
males 2,700, females 1,100) 
(males 4,400 and females 1,500). 


Total 


1000 


529.9 


546.3 
555.4 


554. 6 
531.4 


525.7 
52240 
520.8 
52051 


52242 
52261 


52242 ° 


Wiw SOUTH WALES. 


FEMALES 


Govt. 


(C! wlth ’ 
State, 
Looal & 


Allied). 


Employ~} Total 


1000 


146.6 


192.4 
201.5 


206, 6 
206.9 


20668 
2046 1 
205.0 
208,5 


205.1 
206.14 
206,5 


1000 


168.0 
214.4 


22445 


25229 
240, 8 


249,47 
249.9 
251.5 
255435 


250, 4 
251.46 
251.9 


There was an inoreasi,, 


LOE A Ts 
Govt. 
(C'wlth,| Private 
State, | Employ~ 
Looal & | erse 
Allied), 
1000 1000 
155,49 542.0 
163.2 597.2 
167695 612,6 
187.9 579.6 
190.6 581.6 
198.7 574.7 
202.4 569.5 
202.4 569,9 
200.9 Sv 4,90 
197.6 575.0 
197.9 575.8 
198.6 57 Daa 
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ALARY SARNSRS EMPLOYSD (BXCL, RURAL WORKERS & HOUSEHOLD DOMESTIC * 
Includes Civil Construction Corps in WS.W.) : 


Total 


1000 


697.9 


760.4 
779.9 


767.5 
77202 


77344 
771.9 
7725 
77544 


77246 
77307 
77401 


7s 


Industrial groups in which there were decreases in omployment in August, 
1944, as oanpared with the previous month, were "Factory" (malos 1200, females 
200) and "Building and Construction" (males 1200, females 100). There were 
increases in "Transport and Communication" (males 1000, females 100), "Retail 
Trade" (males 300), "Other Commerce and Finance" (males 400), "Professional and 
Personal Service" (males 400, fomales 400), 


Major movements in the year ended August, 1944, were: deareases in "Faotory" 
(males 2500, females 4600) and "Building and Construction" (males 5,900); 
inoreases in "Transport and Communication" (males 5000, fomalos 600) and 
"Professional and Personal Service (males 2400, females 3400). 

NEW SOUTH WALES, 


ESTIMATED TOTAL EMPLOYMENT IN MAIN INDUSTRIAL GROUPS, 


Month 


Thousands. 
Mining Building Transport Other Profession- 
Factory & & & Retail Commeroe | al & Person- 
Quarrying | Construction] Communication| Trade & Finange! al Services. 
x 
u | % x [|e | 
158.8 | 59.3 Not} Available. 


202.1} 76.0 | 25.8 | 23} 53.6 | 7 7802 Beil | 41.5) 40.9/43, 5/1726 | 52.5 | 56.8 
210.5 | 80467 | 25.8 | 2.2) 50.5 | 67 79.8 6.4 | 44.5) 42.9/44,6/19.4 | 52.6 | 58.0 


215.5 | 8448 | 25.4] .2] 44.2 | 07 80.3 9.0 | 52,3} 41.1/56.0/20.7 | 46.0 | 58.9 
21419 | 69.5.) 25.5 | 2) 59.6 | .7 79.9 969 130.4) 41.2/56.4/21.2 | 44.2 | 60.2 


21869 | 9466 | 25.27]. 2} Sied | 27 80.2 | 12.3 | 28.9] 39.1/35.5/20.7 | 45.5 | 62.2 
217.4] 9466 | 25.1] .«2| 29.9 | .7 81.5 | 12.9 | 28.7) 59.5/ 35.2) 20.5 | 45.5 | 62.5 
217.5} 9565 | 25.0] 2] 50.9 | o7 8002 | 1562 | 28.5) 538.1) 35.6) 20.8 | 45.4 | 62.7 
218.1 | 96.2 | 25,0] 2] 29.1 | «7 80.9 | 13.65 | 28.2) 36.3/355.8|2008 | 44.1 | 64.4 


216.2 91.8 2446 ea 27.20 Uf 62.8 13.7 28.4 5708 54,2 20 
216,5| 90.5 | 24.4). 2! 25.7 | .7 84.4 | 13.8 | 28.6) 37.3)54.5) 20 
216.2; 90.9 | 34.4} .2} 26.2 | .8 B4e4 | 13.9 | 28.4) 37.2) 354.2) 20. 

20 


21500} 9007 | 2404! 42] 2500 | 07 8562 | 1460 | 2867) 5742/5406 


RATLWAYS. 


Passengers oarried in September, 1944, numbered slightly more than in 
September, 1943, but carriage of goods and livestock deelined by 76,000 tons and 
gross earnings by £470,000 or 15% 


Goods traffioe and gross earnings showed deoreases in eaoh of the three months 
July to September. The total dearease in goods traffic was 250,000 tons or 
4.8% and in gross earnings £980,000 or 10.8% -Passenger journeys increased by 
1.3 m. to 61.7 m. 


The reduction in gross carnings was partly offset by a decrease of £554, 000 
in the amount charged to working expenses, so that net earnings, £2,271, 000, 
were £426,000 less than at the end of September, 1945. 


8. 


N.S»We GOVERNMENT RATLWAYS.» 


Month of September, | Three months ended September 


Year Passenger | Goods and | Gross | Passenger Goods and | Gross Net 
Journeys | Livestock | Harnings | Journeys Livestock |Earnings | Earnings 


millions | millions | 000 tons | £000 - £000 
1939 14.3 ! 4309 1, 542 
1944 18.1 ; aoe 2, 030 
1942 18.7 , | 56,9 2,746 
1943 20.0 60.4 2, 697 


g Gross Earnings less Working Expenses available to pay interest, eto. on 
Railway Loan Debt, 


GOVERNMENT TRAMS & 'BUSES. 


Returns for the month of August, 1944, ‘show inoreases on last year of 208 Me 
passenger journeys and £19,000 in gross earnings. 


In the two months ended August there were inoreases in passenger journeys 
5e9 m. or 7% and in gross earnings £31,000 or 344%, Net earnings rose fran 
£60,000 in 1943 to £93,000 in 1944, 


K.S.We GOVERNMENT TRAMS AND BUSES - SYDNEY AND NEWCASTLE. 


——_ 


Month of August, | Two months ended August. 
Year | Passenger |Gross Working | Net | eigldin able Gress {Working |Net 
Journeys |Harnings|Expenses| Earnings] Journeys |Harnings| Expenses |Earnings 


millions £000 £000 


1939; 30,3 354 514 
1941 | 37.6 AQ4 354 
1942; 40,7 464 417 
1943) 42.9 468 456 
1944; 45.7 487 440 


x Excluding Depreciation, ¢ Gross Earnings less Working Expenses available to 
pay interest, depreciation, ete. on Loan Dept. 


MOTOR REGISTRATIONS. 


The inerease in motor registrations (1248) in September, 1944, was the 
jargest since May, when 1296 vehicles were added to the register, In the nine 
months Jamary to September there was an average insrease of 1162 per month. 


Included in the September inorease were oars 575, lorries and vans 446, 
trailers 98 and motor sycles 107. 


Since the low point of July, 1942 the number of oars has inereased by 12,221 
but it is 54,518 less than pre-war, Lorries and vans execed the number in 
July, 1942, by 8,044 and the pre-war number by 1, 303. 
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MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED IN N.S. i, 


At end of month, 


Vehicles. 


“ Cams 
Lorries and Vans 
All Vehicles 


& Pre-war peak. ¢ Lowest war-time number of carse 


Registrations of new lorries and vans averaged 66 weekly in September, 1944, 
compared with 62 in August. The largost number since new registrations started 
to increase in May, 1943, was 94 weekly in December. 


JEW MOTOR VEHICLES REGISTERED : AVERAGE WEEKLY NUMBER IN _N.S.W 


Cars (inel. Cabs and Omibuses). Lorries and Vans. im 
Year May June | July Aug. | Sept. May June | July | Aug | Sept. 
1939 447 376 305 322 270 154 126 
1943 6 4 6 3 4 40 60 
1944 4); 6 | 4 & | 4 84 66 
BULLDING, ° 


Both private building proposals and Goverment building projects recorded in 
September, 1944, were lower than in the previous month. In the nine months 
ended September, 1944, proposals, for private buildings were approximately equal 
to the total in the corresponding period last year, but Government building projects 
were lower by 38%. 

were issued 

Private Building. The estimated cost af private buildings for which eaat 
in Sydney and suburbs was £106,471 in September, 1944, compared with £175,402 in 
August and monthly average of £123,056 in the nine months January to September, 
Faotory buildings (£57,516) represented 54% of the permits in September, 1944, and 
dwellings (£26,413) 25%, The proportions in the nine months ended September, 
1944, vere: factories 70% and dwellings 16%, 


Goverment Buildings. The estimated cost of work authorised and contracts 
let in N.S.W., £195,182, in September, 1944, compares with £578,155 in August 
and an average of £237,150 per month January to September. 


The private proposals and Goverment projects provide for additional dwellings 
numbering 84 (private 37, Goverment a7) in September and 545 (private 212, 
Government 353) in the nine months ended September. 


NEW BULLDINGS, ALTERATIONS & ADDITIONS. 


Nine months ended September. 


Private Building 


Permits cots. eee 
Sydney & Suburbs Total N.S.W. 
£000 £000 £000 
1940 8, 148 636 2,979 
1944 8,734 1, 351 3, 288 
1942 1, 010 822 5, 505 
1943 4, 096 | 2, 385 5,475 
1944 | 3, 325 809 | 2,184 


im | aioe | 25 OD 
A provision to authorise loans by co-operative building societies, up to 1007 
of value of securities in the case of certain home buyers is contained in a bill 
recently introduced into the Legislative Assembly, The present Limit is 90f-. 


